The ¢
Sele
-

Volume 17, Issue 1
January 2017

Gazertte

G

Weather: Cold

“All of the news you really need.”

“Noli credere omnia legis’

“It’s Open!”

Cosmos City Center Glows During Open House

By Rich Gieser

On a chilly and snowy Saturday evening, we gathered to
celebrate the new municipal building with an open house
and flag raising ceremony. It is a very nice structure of
concrete, steel and asphalt. Inside is housed a community
center, a library, a fitness center and city offices. The
presenters were quick to point out, almost in a before and
after comparison, how much more the current structure

is a result of low construction bids. It is warm, has a
comfortable color scheme, and is dotted with technology.

The community center is carpeted, and has an area which
could be used as a dance floor, and a "kitchen" area that
includes a refrigerator and counter space with sink and
wall outlets. There is a large screen television on one
wall, a sound system, programmable thermostats and
LED lighting.

Cosmos City Center continued on page 2



Cosmos City Center continued from page 1

The library is full of books, computers, warmth, lighting
and a very friendly and enthusiastic librarian. The front
(or back, depending on your orientation) will be available
24 hours. It will feature computer and WiFi access as
well as a selection of periodicals. One will need a key
card for this after hours, and keep in mind, big brother
will be watching.

The fitness center looks very "up to date". There are
televisions on the wall, all facing workout machines
which may well scare some of the oldsters away
(technology has that effect on us). Even the dumb bells
look like something futuristic.

The city office space is subtle. There is office space for
the city clerk, as well as maintenance and police.

Holiday Express a Big Success

By Jan Lux

The Cosmos Community Club would like to thank
everyone who came out and attended the Holiday
Express. A big thank you to Santa, who's lap held all
ages! The Women's Auxiliary did a great tasting supper
that was enjoyed by many. Thanks so much to the
Cosmos Comets that did a fantastic job with activities
for the kids. Fun was had by all. Merry Christmas and
happy and safe holiday season to all. May everyone have
a wonderful 2017.

We also have big thanks for Dale Schultz for doing the
Gazette for 2 years, Jennifer Studemann for all her hard
work as Secretary and Treasurer. She has decided to
move on and we will miss her. Many Many Thanks to
Brian Dunham and Audrey Finley for helping with the
paper also.

We are looking for some new members for our
Community Club. Meetings are once a month. We have
a good time without a lot of work. We are a non profit
club that does projects in and for the community. Any
questions check with Gary Martin or me, Jan Lux
320-583-1980.

Like what you see?

The Galactic Gazette hopes so,
and thanks you for your support.

The open house was well attended. At one point, the
tables and chairs were full of people. The buzz reminded
Sue and I of mornings we used to have at the Moonshine.
There were children checking out the library and people
milling around throughout. It was encouraging and
energizing. There were some special people there, people
who were behind the project from day one, almost six
years ago, as well as some who needed considerable
persuasion, and some whom I assume still need time.

The building, as fine (and expensive) as it is, is just a
tool. It's value will be measured by the lives that are
enriched and the contributions they make to the future
of the city and surrounding community.

Cosmos Learning Center
Community Connection

By Lisa Mickle, Special Education Teacher

Happy New Year to one and all. In the last column, I
mentioned that we had our first talent show that the
student’s participated in. It was an enormous success and
there was laughter and tears as staff watched the students
perform and be so successful in their talents outside of
school work. Since the talent show was such a hit, we
have now decided to have our first ever holiday program
with parents and family members invited to watch their
student perform. Since the date was set for the program,
the CLC (staff and students) has been busy making
decorations for the program. In addition to making
decorations, the students have been practicing their parts
for the program and are excited to have their parents and
family in the audience.

In a previous column, I reported our numbers of students
and staff that we have in the building each and every day.
Well, I am happy to report that we have grown again and
have hired many new staff members due to student
enrollment numbers. We now have 55 students attending
here and have 60 staff members. Our staff come to work
each and every day ready to serve the students to the best
of their ability. The CLC has grown into a program that
is known throughout the state as a positive environment
for students that have educational and behavioral needs.
We are all proud to be a part of such a program that makes
a difference in student’s lives every day.



Nature and the Great Outdoors

By Mark Minnick

Watching, experiencing and enjoying everything outside, be it far away or in your
own backyard. I welcome and expect the reader’s input, comments and questions.

VWinter Fishing Picks

Here are the latest picks for the 16-’17 ice fishing
season compiled by the staff at the Hutchinson Fisheries
office. These lakes are in the Hutchinson management
area and are picked based on recent netting results, past
observations and plain old opinion.

You’ll see that the fish are listed by species first and
then the lake name as either a primary or secondary
choice for that species. Kind of neat, at least gives you
a place to start. Now you gotta drill some holes and drop
a line. Good luck, be safe and remember “Take a kid
fishing!”

Walleye

Primary: Otter/Campbell, Big Swan, Collinwood,
Washington, Swan, Belle, Marion, High Island

Secondary: Hanska, Winsted, Willie, Silver by
Arlington, Round Grove, Clear by Clear Lake Store,
Thompson

Yellow Perch

Primary: Clear by Watkins, Hook, Hanska, Arvilla,
Otter/Campbell

Northern Pike

Primary: Big Swan, Willie, Washington, Belle, Sleepy
Eye, Jennie

Secondary: Big Wolf, Greenleaf, Long by Dassel,
Minnie-Belle, Spring, Hook, Ripley, Arvilla, Star

“Remember that no matter where you go, there you are.’

Channel Catfish

Betty, Big Swan, Swan, Minnesota River
Bluegill

Primary: Arvilla, Richardson, Sleepy Eye

Secondary: Francis, Clear by Watkins, Winsted, Betty,
Union, Ripley, Long By Grove City, Jenny-not many,
but pounders present

Crappie

Primary:Willie, Washington, Big Swan, Clear by New
Ulm

Secondary: Cedar, Clear by Watkins, Dunns,

Richardson, Ripley, Winsted, Marion
Rainbow Trout

Little Mud Lake by Clear Lake, Watkins

Lake Region

Insurance Agency
Trisha Kruse, Agent

805 E Lincoln Ave * PO Box 131 * Olivia, MN 56277
Tel:320-523-1114 * fax:320-523-2111

www.lakeregionagency.com*tkruse@lakeregionagency.com
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Science, Tech and Just Plain Cool Stuft

By Mark Minnick

This time of year always brings up the conversation
about how cold it is. With our hemisphere being at an
angle to the sun where those rays bounce off the planet's
surface instead of being absorbed, it ends up being what
we call "Winter." Stories of wheels that won't turn,
water that won't flow and engines that won't start. Thank
goodness for our modern housing, heating, vehicles
and clothing.

As I ponder the cold weather and marvel at mankind's
defiance and handling of such cold temps, I am
reminded of the recent NASA New Horizons flyby of
the planet Pluto, on July 14th, 2015. The technology,
mathmatics and good fortune of this unmanned trip is
pretty unbelievable and hard to wrap my head around!
NASA just finished receiving the last of the data from
New Horizons on October 25th, 2016.

Let's say you are standing outside here on Earth, on a
cold and sunny January day around noon, with a temp
of -20 degrees f. That sunlight that you can feel on your
face while illuminating the landscape at the same time,
left the surface of the sun a little over 8 minutes ago.
You are standing on a surface is made up of rock, dirt
and frozen water.

As New Horizons flew by Pluto on 9-17-15, the camera was tuned
back toward the planet, backlit by the sun, easily showing frozen
plains and mountains on the surface. Courtesy; nasa.gov

If you are standing on the surface of Pluto, those rays
left the Sun's surface 5.5 hours earlier! You can't feel
the warmth, and noon daylight is about like our twilight
here on earth. Pluto's surface is made up of primarily
frozen nitrogen, with traces of frozen methane and
carbon monoxide. Averages temps at the equator run at
-400 degrees f.

FROZEN NITROGEN AND 400 BELOW!?!? AND
THE SUN LOOKS ABOUT LIKE AN OLD D-CELL
FLASHLIGHT 100 YARDS AWAY AT NIGHT!
YIKES!!

Makes me think twice, complaining about "Turdy
below, yaa".

For many unbelievable pictures, information and
articles about Pluto, go to Nasa.gov. Lots and lots of
cool and fun stuff.

Some information in this article was obtained from
Nasa.gov.

Tired of Winter?

Snow shovel allergy?

Guess what? You need-

Custom
Snowblowing

“I’1l get r1id of your snow right here
1n Cosmos’ (but not on Pluto)

Lee Danielson

320-583-0318




City Council Meeting Report
December 8, 2016

By Rich Gieser

The December city council meeting included an annual
presentation from ACGC schools. Representatives Scott
Stafford and Dan Tait reported on healthy fund
balances, steady and slightly increased enrollment, and
the 4 day school week extending through the 2019/20
school year. Several roofing projects are coming due
including a portion of the Cosmos facility and the high
school building in Grove City which is now 10 years
past its warranty age. The extent of these repairs may
depend on the outcome of a levy vote not yet planned.

Superintendent to Retire

ACGC Superintendent Sherri Broderius will be retiring
this spring. The school board has started the process of
hiring her replacement which they hope will be
completed by March 16, 2017.

Old City Hall to be Sold

The City will be accepting bids for the sale of the old
city hall located at 233 Milky Way. Bids will be
accepted at the new city office until March 7. Interested
parties should contact John Douville.

Employee wages

The council agreed to wage increases of 50 cents for
both Jeremy and John, with John getting a dollar
increase while performing the duties in Lake Lillian.
The council also approved payment of 250 comp time
hours to John.

Tax Levy

The council approved a 4.39 % increase in tax revenue.
The resulting $11,132 is for the potential purchase of
the old county building site. If the building is not
purchased, the excess levy would be put into reserves
for 2017, and could possibly be removed in 2018. This
matter has not been formally discussed and dissents
were registered. The council is expecting general fund
revenues to increase due to a shared administration
agreement between Cosmos and Lake Lillian and fitness
center memberships, as well as community center
rentals.

Building Project

The building is nearing completion. The city office
opened on December 1, the library opened on December
10, and coincided with an open house later that evening.
As of the meeting date, 25 members had signed up to
use the fitness center. A goal of 15,000 dollars in
revenue has been set for the fitness center. The USDA
Rural Development loan will be closed on December
20.

In other news, councilman Rennecke voiced citizen
concern over some areas of the city that could use some
cleanup. The council generally agreed and further
discussion should come.

HOME STATE BAN

People you can talk to.

Ag Banking : Business Banking : Home Loans

Mobile Banking : Online Banking : Personal Banking

Cosmos 320-877-7211

www.hsbofmn.com

What the heck is this? Find out in next month’s issue.



CLHEE 1T Pl

By Mark Minnick

A look at various foods and seasonings, cooking techniques, equipment and recipes. I hope to have a little something for
everybody, from people who hate to cook, to those who love to cook and anyone in-between. I'll also try to loosen up the
tender and sheltered taste buds of the average minnesotan. There is a whole brave new world of tastes out there besides
"salt and pepper"-You becha! I also like to cook the easiest and simplest way I can, while dirtying the least amount of dishes
and utensils. Your input, comments and questions are always welcomed.

Over the years, I have always viewed Beer Cheese soup
as 'exotic' and probably too complicated or hard to
make. Always liked it when served to me, just didn't
dawn on me to try it on my own. Paging through the
good ol' Betty Crocker Cookbook one day and found a
recipe for cheese soup. I adapted the recipe to make it
simpler and quicker to do. I think it turned out excellent,
so here it is;

Beer Cheese Soup
e 3-5 green onions, finely chopped
e 1 small stalk celery, finely chopped
e 2 tbsp olive oil
e 1-12 oz. beer
e 1 tsp chicken boullion
e 1/2 cup sour cream

e 1/2 1b (approx. 1 cup) Velveeta style cheese
diced into 3/4" cubes

e smoked paprika
e croutons

Saute onions and celery with olive oil in 3 quart
saucepan over medium heat until onions are clear. Add
beer, boullion and sour cream, whisk together. Add
diced cheese, and slowly bring to a simmer while
stirring frequently. Simmer for at least 5-10 minutes, or
until all of the cheese cubes are melted into the liquid.
Sprinkle each serving with smoked paprika and garnish
with croutons.  3-4 servings.

To me, the list of items that would compliment this soup
is endless. It could serve as a nice side to a fancy entree,

or as the main lunch feature with a tasty chicken, beef,
ham or bologna sandwich. Maybe even a taco or a
PB&J. A half cup of diced pre-cooked vegetables could
be stirred into the soup during the last 5 minutes on the
heat. Brocolli, cauliflower or asparagus come to mind.If
you try the recipe and want to rate it, here's how:

The ratings are-
A - Good stuff, Maynard
B - It's OK, but I uff da, I don't know
C - Ishy poo, you're an Idiot

Send me an Email to wordnut66@outlook.com with
reference to the title and your rating, A, B, or C. I'll try
to publish the results in a future issue.

Have a good day and remember-

"Take the time to teach a kid how to cook"

SPICE OF THE MONTH

Smoked Paprika

Paprika is a ground spice made from red air-dried red
bell/sweet peppers. To obtain the smoked variety, the
peppers are smoked before being ground into the coarse
powder. Worldwide, paprika is used to season and color
a variety of foods, including but not limited to, rice, stew,
soup, sausage and meat. Around here, I have only seen
it used to sprinkle on top of deviled eggs or potato salad.
After all of these years, I finally tried the smoked variety
and really enjoy it. I am trying to use it in more of my
cooking to gain a new taste profile. I want to try some
Hungarian paprika gravy (paprikash) which is simply
the combination of broth, paprika and sour cream. More
on that later........

“I'm tryin’ to think, but nuthin’ happens!”

Curly Howard



More work for Highway 4

By Rich Gieser

As a result of inspections that took place last summer,
MnDot has announced their plans to replace two
culverts that cross under MN Highway 4 north and south
of Cosmos. Inspectors found evidence of wear in the
two culverts that are nearing the end of their life
expectancy.

Work is targeted to begin May 8 and will last
approximately 40 days. During this time there will be
a detour around the construction. Travelers driving
south on Highway 4 will be detoured east on CR 22 to
CR 1 south to old Highway 7 and then west back to MN
Highway 4. Local traffic will be allowed, but there will
be no crossing at the construction sites.

The current corrugated steel will be replaced with
cement box culverts. On the north side, near Wayne
Nelson's place, there are two culverts. One was used to
handle overflow. This one will be taken out and not
replaced. When asked if MnDot planners were worried

To Protect and Serve
By Mark Minnick

President elect Donald Trump’s inauguration on
January 20% will have an unexpected Cosmos
connection. It is kind of a “local kid does good” story
that puts a smile on your face.

You may or may not remember Kelly Boll, daughter
of John and Deb Boll of Cosmos. She is a graduate of
ACGC High School, Winona State College, Alexandria
Technical and Community College SKILLS program
and officer on the Chaska Minnesota Police Department.
She also used to baby sit my son, more on that later.

about future flooding problems caused by the absence
of the overflow culvert, project engineer Shanna Kent
explained that the design of the new culverts will allow
for more efficient water flow because the cement box
culvert has a wider opening and the inside will be
smooth. The south side culvert is just north of the Old
Highway 7 and MN Highway 4 intersection.

Councilman Tom Renneke asked why both ends of town
had to be detoured at the same time calling it
"inconvenient ". Josh Halvorson, engineer from Bolton
and Menke stated that, "For efficiency and economic
purposes, both will be done at the same time."

Other work in the area slated for this summer includes
resurfacing of MN Highway 4 from CR23 to Grove City
and the installation of a roundabout at the intersection
of MN Highways 7 and 71 also known as Harry's corner.

MnDot will have another open house, after the
construction bids have been accepted. You may also
phone Shanna Kent at her office at 320-234-8474 or
email her at shanna.kent(@state.mn.us

“Infrastructure don 't fix itself.”

The phrase “Once in a lifetime experience” probably
gets overused, but in this case, I think it fits. Kelly and
six other officers from the Chaska P.D. were selected
to assist the District of Columbia Metropolitan Police
Department during the inauguration event in
Washington D.C.

They will have duties along Trump’s parade route and
possibly at different receptions and galas. The group
leaves Chaska on Jan. 18" and returns on Jan 215, They
will go through an orientation, the U.S. Department of
Justice will deputize them and they will have police
powers under the U.S. Marshals Service.

Congrats to you Kelly, soak it all in and enjoy the
“Once in a lifetime experience”. Hopefully, the crowds
will behave as well as my kid did.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE MEN AND WOMEN SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED
FORCES AND OUR VETERANS, BOTH ALIVE AND DECEASED. AMERICA OWES THEM AN
IMMENSE DEBT OF GRATITUDE ALONG WITH AN EVERY DAY SIMPLE “THANK YOU”.
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Delores Arndt 320-877-7506

A non-profit monthly publication, mailed to the local
residents free every month

Out of town subscriptions, 12 months for $12.00

We encourage our readers to exercise their writing
muscles and showcase said talents. Contact us with your
ideas, we can use help with reporting and writing
articles. We will, to the best of our ability, work with
you to design an advertisement or announcement to your
satisfaction. Drop us an E-mail, a letter or talk to any of
us personally with your ideas or questions.

We reserve the right to accept or refuse to publish any
and all submissions. All submissions must include the
writer’s name and phone number.

Advertising prices per monthly issue

Notices (Short and sweet)  $ 5.00

Want Ads-20 words max. (name and phone/e-mail #

don’t count) $ 5.00
Business Card size $10.00
1/8 Page $12.50
1/4 Page $25.00
1/2 Page $50.00
Full Page $80.00

We will do announcements, thank you’s, open houses,

bridal showers, etc. Use above pricing and decide how Earth’s closest neighbor, what we call the “Moon”

big you want your announcement to be. Feel free to viewed in crescent phase. Photo-nasa.gov

contact us for more info.

“See you next month.........same Bat time, same Bat channel!"
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